THS History Department; Rationale. 
More than anything else, it is important to study History. – B.B King.   
 
History is vitally important for pupils today. Pupils are growing up in a world full of ever-changing circumstances; political, economic, global issues as well as domestic and History enables them to understand the context of our constantly evolving world. Studying History equips pupils with not just transferable skills (analysis, evaluation, critical thinking, extended writing) but also, it helps them become well rounded, engaged young people.  It enables them to interact with historical topics that affect their everyday lives, giving them the skillset to become modern world citizens.  
Whatever path a History pupil takes in the long term, the subject provides opportunity to not just study our world, but to develop writing skills, analytical and evaluative thinking and working to clearly defined objectives. The skills developed in History are highly valuable across all job sectors and can lead to many successful career paths. 
The History curriculum at THS is designed to engage and inspire our pupils and to promote a love of History, while also providing the background to issues that are relevant today. History provides ample opportunity to develop pupils’ literacy skills through sources, interpretations and extended writing and opportunity for numeracy through statistical analysis, graphs and chronology. By studying History pupils will be provided a set of skills and contextual knowledge of the modern world we live in. History enables pupils to understand their own History, and that of others in the UK as well as across the World.  
History is an engaging subject with something for everyone – whether you are a Medieval or Modern Historian, the skills that you employ in studying History facilitate future success. History underpins the World – everything has a History, as said by Michael Crichton “If you don’t know History, then you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.” 
 





THS History Year Nine Curriculum Intent. 
Study history, study history. For in history lie all secrets of statecraft. – Winston Churchill.  
In History in Year Nine, pupils will have a deep dive into the twentieth century across a broad selection of events, people, and themes. We start by studying the end of the First World War. The course then follows the social, political, and economic ‘long shadows’ left by the Great War.  Within the first term we will focus on key historical skills which will allow students to become experts in the use of sources, interpretations, and judgements.

This then leads into the build of the Second World War, focusing on key turning points and Hitlers rise to power as a dictator.  Later in the year, pupils will learn about The Holocaust. THS History department are very proud to be a UCL Holocaust Beacon School, ensuring our pupils receive outstanding Holocaust education.  We use a wide variety of source material, focussing on the story and experiences of Leon Greenman, an inspirational Holocaust survivor with a unique story. 

We then pick up after the Second World War and examine the rise of the Superpower nations and the increasing power struggle between Capitalism and Communism. We investigate different interpretations into USA’s motivation to drop the atomic bomb on Japan.

Our year finishes with an enquiry into the American civil rights movement and its connections to Britian. Students will explore bus boycotts, Martin Luther King, Malcom X and the impact of the movement on America.






 


THS History Key Stage Four Curriculum Intent. 
I will have here but one mistress and no master. – Elizabeth 1st.  
At THS pupils who choose History will study Edexcel GCSE. Pupils will journey through a selection of modules on British History, Weimar and Nazi Germany and extend their knowledge into the Cold War. They will continue to build upon and develop their historical skills and understanding of second order historical concepts, and substantive concepts.  

There are four units studied at GCSE we start the course with Unit 1 – Medicine in Britian c1250-present with a study into the historic environment of 
Medicine on the Wester Front. Pupils learn about the development of medicine over the course of a long period. They will study the key factors and individuals that shape medicine from the Medieval period all the way through to modern day. Students will also look closely into medicine on the western front and how war pushed innovations and change. 

 Unit 2 is split into two sections, Early Elizabethan England c. 1558 – 1588 and Superpower Relations and the Cold War 1941 – 1991. In the Elizabethan section, pupils investigate the early years of Elizabeth 1st’s reign through key themes: government and religion, challenges at home and abroad and Elizabethan society. On the other side of the unit, pupils follow on from their introduction to the Cold War in Year 9 by furthering. their analysis of the origins of the Cold War, Cold War crises and the end of the Cold War. Our final unit (3) is Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 – 1939 pupils can broaden and deepen their knowledge of this tumultuous period of 
History which had global consequences. Our study begins with the Weimar Republic and how it’s failing led to Hitler’s rise to power. We scrutinise how the Nazis. 
established and maintained control of Germany and conclude the unit by assessing life in Nazi Germany for groups of people e.g., women, children, and the persecution of minorities.  
As well as their understanding of the historical content, pupils also prepare for the GCSE exams in lessons by developing source and interpretation skills, evidence-based explanations by fine tuning their understanding of second order historical concepts through exam technique and practice.  





THS History Key Stage Five Curriculum Intent. 
‘Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country’. – John F. Kennedy. 
At THS pupils who opt for A Level History will follow the Pearson Edexcel specification. Pupils will study topics on Twentieth Century Britain, Twentieth Century USA, the British Experience of Warfare, and a coursework module. These topics build upon students’ study of British, American, and global history developed through their GCSE studies. They will build and develop their historical skills and understanding of second order historical concepts, and substantive concepts through exam-based essays. There are four units studied at A Level.
In Year 12 students will study Unit 1: Britain Transformed, 1918-1997; and Unit 2 – The USA: Conformity and Challenge, 1955 – 1992. In Britain Transformed, students will learn about the extent to which Britain was transformed politically, socially, economically, and culturally from 1918–79. They will consider responses to the challenges of war, changes in the economy, technological advancement, and calls for greater social equality. There is also a study of the impact of the Thatcher governments from 1979-1992. 
Unit 2 The USA: Conformity and Challenge, comprises a study of the USA in the years 1955–92, from post-1945 affluence, through racial and political protests in the 1960s, to the rise of right-wing groups in the 1980s and the development of bitter divisions between Democrats and Republicans. Students will gain an in-depth understanding of the challenges posed to the American political system by popular protests and different styles of leadership, and the effects on society of widespread economic, social, and cultural change.
In Year 13, students will study Unit 3: The British Experience of Warfare. This explores the British experience of war in different aspects of major overseas conflicts involving the Royal Navy, British Army, and Royal Air Force from the Napoleonic Wars through to the First World War. Students will investigate the changing relationship between the state and the people as the government attempted to create an effective fighting machine and prepare the people for war. Although focused on the military experience of warfare, this option also explores its political, social, and economic dimensions and their part in generating pressure for change. 
Our final A-Level history unit is the coursework (NEA) module. This is an opportunity for students to showcase their knowledge and understanding of the Vietnam War as well as displaying their honed source and interpretation skills. In conjunction with the course content, pupils refine their second order historical concepts and substantive concepts through essay writing and exam practice. These skills are at the forefront of the course to enable our pupils to transition to university level History, or wherever their chosen path takes them.
