POLICE

20t November 2023

Safer Neighbourhood Team
Redditch Police Station
Kingfisher Shopping Centre

Dear Parents / Guardians

This week is Operation Sceptre - the national anti-knife crime intensification week. We know
early intervention is vital when tackling knife crime. As part of this week, | would like to take this
opportunity to make you aware of a recent concern highlighted to the police.

It has come to Police attention that some online Retailers are selling items in their ‘back to
school’ sections which are not suitable for young persons. An item recently highlighted was
seemingly a metal writing pen but concealed inside was a knife with a blade of approximately 3
inches in length. The item could be easily purchased online and for less than £5.

This is a reminder to all Parents/ Guardians to have conversations with your young people to re-
iterate the danger and criminality of carrying knives and knife crime and the devastating impact
it can have.

Yours Faithfully

Police Sergeant Craig Osborne
Redditch Safer Neighborhood Team
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