
Fine Art (A651QS) Marking and Feedback Policy  
Key Stage 4 and 5  

Rational: Assessment and feedback at KS4 and KS5 in GCSE and A Level Art and Design should allow students 

to reflect, revisit and refine their work with a clear understanding of why, how, and what they are doing to 

improve their level of progress.  The four underpinning assessment objectives (see appendix) of the exam 

board, EDUQAS, form the basis of all assessments, formative and summative. By making feedback and 

assessment transparent, learners can see exactly where they may be able to make progress and can use 

feedback in conjunction with the teacher resources to refine their submissions (self-regulated). The nature of 

the summative assessment for both courses (60% coursework project and 40% ‘exam’ project) means that for 

students to make progress and take control of their own learning in an effective manner, this process of 

reflection is essential. At the start of the courses, in year 10 and 12, learners are assessed through a range of 

assignments designed to explore their basic operational skill level, critical thinking skills, making and 

experimenting skills, contextual understanding, and ability to conceptualise and develop personal ideas. This 

builds the foundations for successful self-regulated learning as the courses progress. Learners are required to 

work metacognitively, bringing together the skills they have acquired to produce comprehensive portfolios of 

work that evidence the 4 assessment objectives equally and clearly.  A range of methods are used to scaffold 

learners toward this level of independent study, such as the development and use of mastery statements in the 

classroom, retrieval practices, self and peer assessment and evaluation, group critique, written feedback and 

personal comments on Teams assignments, and the regular use of assessment criteria with students where 

their progress is recorded through highlighting their current working at level (see appendix). Although the three 

specialist teachers at KS4 have designed slightly differently themed units of work, the skill focus that is explored 

and assessed is equal and sequenced in the same way. The assessment measures are the same and largely the 

assessment and feedback format (I.E verbal, Teams, spreadsheet tracking, highlighting progress and attainment 

against the assessment grid etc) is the same for both KS4 classes. The KS4 example below breaks down the 

assessment for the SoW content for year 10 and year 11 designed and currently implemented by GES, TMC and 

AP. Note that although the unit tasks may vary slightly between the delivery of all subject staff, the focus, 

assessment type and feedback or action are consistent. Ultimately, the Mastery Statements, Assessment 

Objectives, verbal teacher feedback / one to one tutorial and teacher tracker spreadsheets underpins the 

assessment and feedback rationale for the photography department.   

Key feedback and Assessment points are identified in the year-by-year overviews for each key stage.  
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Appendix B – Example of A Level assessment criteria leve l indicator 
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