
Year 13: History, Edexcel 

 
 

Building on Prior 
Learning 

Substantive Knowledge – First Order Concepts: From Year 11 and 12 students will draw on knowledge of government intervention, public 
attitudes and conflict in the context of this period. As well as their developed essay writing and source analysis skills for their coursework. The 
programme of study in Year 13 then allows knowledge of concepts such as power, empire, foreign relations, politics and the role of the 
individual to develop. 
Disciplinary/procedural Knowledge – Second Order Concepts: From Year 12, students will have a firm understanding of key second order 
concepts and the programme of study will allow students to build more sophisticated ways of thinking about concepts such as Cause and 
Consequence, Change and Continuity and Significance in relation to periods studied or individuals.  

 
 

Cultural Capital 

There is cultural capital in abundance in this programme of study.  
Students will learn about the role of the government during times of conflict, and the changing nature of warfare in Modern era and how this 
links to modern standards of conflict. There is opportunity to explore the changing technological advancements in weaponry as well as the 
tactics of fighting on land and at sea. Students will use a variety of historian’s works e.g., BBC History Magazine and Bloody Britain. In their 
coursework, students will be expected to work independently and to research their chosen topic as far as they can, on their own – encouraging 
independent learning is vital preparation for university.  

Mastery In terms of mastery, students will be guided, through modelling, to make sophisticated judgements. When looking at causation, they will 
make in depth links between factors and offer precise support. They will ask and answer questions about the sources and interpretations they 
are working with and address issues of provenance. By the end of the year, students will feel confident in answering knowledge, interpretation 
and source-based essay-based exam questions while assessing the strengths and weaknesses of contemporary sources and historian’s 
interpretations.  

Development of 
Character 

A wide range of virtues: moral and intellectual are visited, practiced, and embedded through History.  
Tolerance, respect and community are explored throughout the Unit 3 topic on British Experience of Warfare. Both topics pupils can choose for 
coursework – Vietnam War/ The Holocaust have ample opportunity to explore the virtues of integrity, respect and leadership.  

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

In School: Film club, Politics and Debate Club and expert Historian guest speakers. 
Outside of School: University Library visit.  

Metacognitive 
Learning  

Metacognitive learning will build through the second order concepts.  Students will learn, through expert modelling, the questions to ask of 
historical interpretations and sources. They will then be able to refer to these questions when tackling the same concept later in the year. 
Feedback will form an important part of developing our students as metacognitive learners. Students will set personal targets around the 
second order concepts, based on strengths and areas for development and use feedback to plan for success in future assessments.  
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How successfully did the 
British Government 

prepare for war 1790 – 
1918.  

 
 

Foci: 
Reasons for changes in 

the military 
Improvements to Army 

& Navy organisation 
Changes in methods of 
military recruitment. 

 

How significant was the 
impact of the French 

Wars on Britain 1793 – 
1850? 

 
Foci:  

Wellington and the 
threat on land 

Nelson and the threat at 
sea 

Impact on the British 
economy.   

How far did the 
Crimean War change 
British perceptions of 

warfare 1854 - 56? 
 

Foci:  
Facing the Russian 

threat – Alma, 
Balaclava and 

Sevastopol  
Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole 
Changing public 

attitudes. 

How important were 
British commanders in 

achieving in the 
Second Boer War 

1899 – 1902? 
 

Foci:  
Facing the Boers in 

South Africa 
Boer guerrilla tactics 
Nature of the British 

Army 
Leadership 

Why did war in the 
trenches change from 
a war of movement to 
one of attrition 1914 – 

1918? 
 

Foci:  
Development of 
industrial trench 

warfare.  
British public attitudes 
to war on the Western 

Front 
Haig - Somme  

Revision and External 
Exams.  
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What are the makings of 
a great History essay? 

 
Foci:  

Essay writing skills 
Introduction 
Conclusions 

Research methods 
Sources and 

interpretation analysis.  

Ongoing coursework 
drafting, teacher 

supervised.  
 

Foci:  
Essay writing skills 

Introduction 
Conclusions 

Research methods 
Sources and 

interpretation analysis.   

Ongoing coursework 
drafting, teacher 

supervised.  
 

Foci:  
Essay writing skills 

Introduction 
Conclusions 

Research methods 
Sources and 

interpretation 
analysis.   

Revision:  Britain 
Transformed and USA 

Challenge and 
Conformity.  

 
Foci: 

Impact of social, 
economic, political 

and cultural change in 
USA and Britain.  

 
.  

Revision:  Britain 
Transformed and USA 

Challenge and 
Conformity. 

 
Foci:  

 Essay practice, source 
and interpretation 

skills.  

Revision and External 
Exams.  
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Unit 3: How far do you 
agree with the opinion 
that there was more 

continuity than change 
in the way that 

servicemen were 
recruited between 1790 

– 1918. 

Unit 4: Coursework draft 
– first full draft due by 

Christmas holiday.  

Unit 3: Assess the source 
for revealing the reasons 
why the British soldiers 

suffered so badly and the 
problems faced by the 
authorities in providing 

adequate supplies during 
the winter of 1854.  

 

Unit 1: How accurate 
is it to say that 

government policy led 
to major advances in 
women’s equality in 
the years 1945 – 79? 

Unit 2: How far could 
the historian make use 

of source 1 and 2 
together to 

investigate Black 
American progress 
towards equality in 

the years 1964 – 74? 

External Exams 



 


