
Year 9: Religious Education 

 
 

Building on 
Prior Learning 

Substantive Knowledge – First Order Concepts: From Year 7 and 8 students will build upon knowledge of how 
Christian’s use Jesus’ teachings and actions to guide behaviour. The differences between absolute and relative 
morality is visited in relation to contemporary ethical issues. Sources of authority for non-religious people is 
revisited as well as long at alternative sources of religious wisdom. 
 Disciplinary/procedural Knowledge: Retrieval of core knowledge, links between beliefs and action/behaviour, 
analysis of sources of authority, producing balanced arguments and reaching justified conclusions 
Personal Knowledge: Counter misconceptions by viewing an issue/debate through different lenses; Christian, 
Secular, Personal 

 
 

Cultural 
Capital 

Cultural capital is weaved throughout this course, Students will learn about the relevance of religious beliefs in 
contemporary society and link how believers put beliefs into practice. This includes the influence religion has on 
contemporary ethical issues. Students will further link belief and practice when studying the concept of ‘The 
Golden Rule’ and how this is implemented through charity work and altruism. The study of the Abrahamic religions 
considers the link between history and religion, studying issues of slavery and the Holocaust. The study of alternate 
religions studies a number of smaller religious communities and the history behind their belief systems. 

Mastery In terms of mastery, students will be guided, through modelling, to form better structured arguments that are 
based upon evidence and end with an appropriate evaluation. Students will be encouraged to reflect on a range 
of beliefs and teachings to understand how religion functions in contemporary society. Students will express 
complex ideas clearly and coherently through written work. Students will demonstrate empathy by connecting 
their feelings, both positive and negative , with those of others, including those in religious stories and context. 
 

Development 
of Character 

A wide range of virtues: moral and intellectual are visited, practiced and embedded through RE.  
Respect and tolerance are implicit throughout RE, studying other belief systems and cultures encourages a respect 
and understanding it also allows misconceptions to be addressed. Curiosity and reflection are encouraged with 
students being supported to ask questions and learn more about the issues being studied. Team work is also 
promoted through students being encouraged to express their worldview and form a constructive dialogue that 
addresses misconceptions. 

Extra-
Curricular 

opportunities 

In School: Book club: Promote scholarship by reading fiction books that cover contemporary ethical issues to open 
up ethical debate and discussion, with he view to reading more academic texts at Ks4. 

Metacognitive 
Learning  

Metacognitive learning will build through the second order concepts.  Students will learn, through expert 
modelling, the questions to form reasoned responses and structured arguments. They will then be able to refer to 
these questions when tackling the same concept later in the year. Feedback will form an important part of 
developing our students as metacognitive learners. Students will begin to weave links between substantive and 
personal knowledge. 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Introduction to 
ethics 

Introduction to 
philosophy 

Alternate 
religions 

Abrahamic 
religions – 
Judaism  

The Golden Rule Religion, crime 
and punishment 
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Evaluation 
mini essay 

(A02 knowledge) 
12 marks 

Knowledge and evaluation  
(AO1 and A02 Knowledge) 

24 marks 

Knowledge and evaluation  
Away from point of learning 
  (AO1 and A02 Knowledge) 

24 marks 


