
Year 9: History   

 
 

Building on 
Prior Learning 

Substantive Knowledge – First Order Concepts: From Year 7/8 students will draw on knowledge of earlier conflicts and forms 
of government and warfare. The programme of study in Year 9 then allows knowledge of concepts such as Warfare; different 
structures of Government; Political ideologies; International relations and Presidency to develop.  
Disciplinary/procedural Knowledge – Second Order Concepts: From Year 8, students will be familiar with the key second order 
concepts and the programme of study will allow students to build more sophisticated ways of thinking about concepts such as 
Cause and Consequence, Significance, Change and Continuity…  

 
 

Cultural Capital 

There is cultural capital in abundance in this programme of study. Students will learn about the development of different 
political structures across the World; the roaring twenties; women’s rights, the Holocaust and scientific and technological 
developments in the modern era. Students will think about how the Holocaust is remembered and preserved by different 
groups, considering different responses to the Holocaust. They will read extracts from texts such as Night by Elie Wiesel and the 
experiences of Vietnam soldiers. Cultural diversity will be embedded throughout and will engage students in a better 
understanding of how different cultures, ethnicities and beliefs have impacted World history.  

Mastery In terms of mastery, students will be guided, through modelling, to make more sophisticated judgements. When looking at 
causation, they will make more in depth links between factors and offer more precise support. They will ask and answer more 
questions about the sources they are working with and begin to address issues of provenance. They will identify and begin to 
explain why the past has been remembered in different ways and, by the end of the year, there will be more indirect 
manifestation of first order conceptual understanding in their verbal and written responses.  

Development 
of Character 

A wide range of virtues: moral and intellectual are visited, practiced and embedded through History.  
For example, resilience, respect and community spirit are explored when looking at the events of the Vietnam War and the 
impact on soldiers and the hardships of the Great Depression. Topics such as the Holocaust explore the virtues of integrity, 
respect, leadership and courage.   

Extra-Curricular 
opportunities 

In School: Film club, Politics and Debate Club and Holocaust Survivor talks.  
Outside of School: National Memorial Arboretum Trip exploring Modern World conflict.  

Metacognitive 
Learning  

Metacognitive learning will build through the second order concepts.  Students will learn, through expert modelling, the 
questions to ask of historical interpretations and sources. They will then be able to refer to these questions when tackling the 
same concept later in the year. Feedback will form an important part of developing our students as metacognitive learners. 
Students will set personal targets around the second order concepts, based on strengths and areas for development and use 
feedback to plan for success in future assessments.  
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The Interwar Years: 
Boom or Bust? 

 
 

Foci:  
Case Studies of post-
war USA, Russia and 

China. 
Black American Civil 

Rights 
Russian Revolution 
Mao’s takeover of 

China. 
Hitler’s rise to power. 

 
 

How far was Britain 
‘transformed by an 

extraordinary century 
of war and peace’? – 

Andrew Marr.  
 

Foci: 
Rise and fall of the 

British Empire 
Impact of WW1 and 

WW2 
The NHS 

Empire Windrush 
Swinging Sixties 

Thatcher 

How far was the 
Second World War 

inevitable? 
 
 

Foci: 
The Treaty of 

Versailles 
 League of Nations 

The invasion of 
Manchuria and 

Abyssinia 
The Great 

Depression 
Hitler’s rearmament 

of Germany 
Appeasement 

How could the 
Holocaust happen? 

 
Foci: 

Leon Greenman 
European Jewish 

Life 
Historical European 

Antisemitism 
Stages of 

persecution. 
Persecution of 

minorities. 
 
 

How did wartime 
allies become 

peacetime 
enemies?  

 
Foci: 

The Atomic Bomb 
Nuclear Arms Race.  
Second World War 

Conferences 
Origins of the Cold 

War 
Vietnam War 
The Red Scare 

Chernobyl 
Afghanistan  

The 21st Century: 
Brave New World?  

 
 

Foci: 
Geopolitics and 
global History 

Relations between 
the Middle East and 

West 
The Falklands 

China 
9/11 

As
se
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m
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Similarity/ 
Difference:  

 
Compare and 
contrast the 
Communist 

revolutions in Russia 
and China. 

Change and 
Continuity:  

 
Explain why WW1 

changes the face of 
Britain. 

 

Significance: 
 

Describe two 
features of 

appeasement. 

Source Evaluation: 
How far do you 

agree that historic 
antisemitism in 

Europe contributed 
to the Holocaust? 

Cause and 
Consequence: 

 
To what extent did 

Hollywood 
accelerate the Red 

Scare? 

End of year 
assessment, away 
from the point of 

learning.  
 


