
Year 12: Religious Education 

 
 

Building on 
Prior Learning 

Substantive Knowledge – First Order Concepts: There is no prerequisite that students need to study GCSE RE prior 
to starting A Level Religious Studies. However, the course does build upon knowledge gained at GCSE, students are 
introduced to a more advanced approach to religious studies and will develop a deeper understanding of the 
beliefs, teaching and philosophy they study. 
 Disciplinary/procedural Knowledge: an emphasis on enabling learners to respond critically and engage with a 
wealth of philosophical, ethical, and religious concepts, equipping them with analytical skills readily transferable to 
other subjects. 
Personal knowledge: develop and reflect upon own knowledge of the modern world, develop a deeper knowledge 
and appreciation of world religions. Reflect upon their own ethical viewpoint and evaluate this alongside alternate 
approaches. 

 
 

Cultural 
Capital 

Cultural capital: Critical comparison of ancient views with contemporary commentary. Evaluate the 
reinterpretation of texts. Through ethics students will engage with current legislation and evaluate the impact 
ethics has on contemporary issues such as corporate responsibility and euthanasia. Through the study of the 
Development of Christina Thought students will explore religious beliefs, values and teachings, their 
interconnections, how they have developed historically and how they are presently discussed. 

Mastery In terms of mastery, students will be guided, through modelling and guided essay writing to ensure quality 
responses are produced that meet the demands of the question. Detailed exploration of command words to ensure 
the right skill is being used within the essay response. Synoptic study is key with A Level study, students can 
respond to questions in a variety of ways, using a wide range of possible material from across topics and 
components. All legitimate approaches and interpretations are credited. 

Development 
of Character 

A wide range of virtues: moral and intellectual are visited, practiced and embedded through RE.  
Respect and tolerance are implicit throughout RE, studying other belief systems and cultures encourages a respect 
and understanding it also allows misconceptions to be addressed. Curiosity and wisdom are developed through 
engaging with a large number of texts and being able to select the most relevant/appropriate text and explain its 
relevance. 

Extra-
Curricular 

opportunities 

In School: Book club: Promote scholarship by reading key texts that support academic study of religious studies 
Film club – study a range of films and series to see how Religious Studies is represented in contemporary society e.g 
‘The Good Place’ Netflix 

Metacognitive 
Learning  

Metacognitive- Interleaving is key within A level study, the 3 subjects appear separate however, as students 
progress through y13 they will see synoptic links and how the 3 subjects are intrinsically linked. Expert modelling of 
essay structure and levels of response. Frequent retrieval of key scholars and concepts to eave, substantive, 
procedural and personal knowledge. 
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