
Year 10: English Language 

 
 

Building on 
Prior Learning 

Substantive Knowledge – In year 9, students explored different strategies writers use to engage readers in transactional and 
imaginative writing and will now move to writing for specified audiences and purposes. They will also have knowledge of 
subject terminology, such as language and structure terms and command words such as ‘analyse’, ‘explore’ and ‘evaluate’. They 
will also be familiar with a range of fiction and non-fiction text types and their features.  
Disciplinary/procedural Knowledge – In year 9, students have had experience with identifying devices in a range of texts, 
exploring their effects, beginning to explore intended effects as imaginative writers, have experience of formulating ideas and 
interpretations of texts and evaluating the success of writers in relation to a specified aim.  

 
Cultural 
Capital 

 

There are plenty of opportunities throughout this year to develop cultural capital through the texts explored and discussed. In 
Autumn 2, studied texts will have a range of themes linked to tolerance and inclusivity, such as gender, race and disability. 
Other text topics throughout the year are: the death penalty, civil rights movement, the Olympics, gambling and addiction, 
animal welfare, mental health, bullying and what it means to be human. Students will also research and learn more about a 
chosen topic for their Spoken Language exam. 

Mastery In terms of mastery, students will be guided, through modelling, to become more independent as writers. The selection of 
material and devices for both transactional and imaginative writing will become more independent, with PATS (or similar) used 
to routinely analyse questions. Choices of style, tone and register should be consciously, and more independently, made. For 
imaginative writing, the intended effect (purpose) of written work should be made explicit. Students will be guided in how to 
make informed judgements based on specific focuses and to give detailed explanations of the use of language and structure 
features for effect in a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, as well as their influence on readers. 

Development 
of Character 

A wide range of character virtues are developed through English Language lessons. Tolerance is the theme of Autumn 2, but 
this virtue is evident in many parts of the year. Whilst learning about Frankenstein’s monster, for example, there is discussion 
about he isn’t taught or shown kindness and the impact this has. Weekly journalling activities all touch upon character virtues 
too, including pride, friendship and well-being. During the SLE exams, the importance of classroom community and praising 
others’ achievements is emphasised. 

Extra-
Curricular 

opportunities 

Writing competitions - school based and external for example the ‘Young Writers’ charity and Worcester Lit Fringe Festival 
competitions. 
 

World Book Day 

Metacognitive 
Learning  

Metacognitive learning will build as students become familiar with skill commands and exam question wordings. Students will 
be able to draw upon prior knowledge of different processes to select appropriate methods to use in relation to given tasks. 
Through comparisons of their work from earlier in the year to later (using coloured corners tracking), students will look for 
evidence of progress and development over time. Students will be given opportunities to regularly retrieve knowledge and 
assess where gaps may exist. Additionally, frequent self-confidence checks will help students understand their areas of 
development and track progress. Exam ‘wrapper’ reflections also will support students in understanding their feedback after 
assessments.  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

To
pi

cs
 

Writing Skills 
 

Foci: 
Learning from and 
emulating various 
styles of writing, 
how to organise 
texts, different 

techniques writers 
use to engage 

readers, effective 
planning 

Tolerance Texts & 
Reading Skills 

  
Foci:  

Understanding the 
ideas of texts, 

whole text analysis 
of how writers 

engage readers, 
comparing writers’ 
perspectives based 

on tolerance 

Spoken Language 
Endorsement 

 
Foci:  

Oracy, planning 
and presenting a 
well-structured 

speech, listening 
and responding to 
others, speaking 

with clarity 
 

19th Century 
Fiction & 

Frankenstein 
 

Foci: 
Understanding 

19th Century 
writing style, 

close analysis of 
texts, evaluating 
the success of the 

writer 

Reading Skills 
 

Foci: 
Developing 

confidence in 
reading skills 

including 
comparing and 
analysing texts 

based on societal 
issues & events 

Transactional 
Writing & Exam 

Skills 
 

Foci: 
Writing for a 

range of 
audiences, 

purposes and text 
types, approaches 
to exam questions 

As
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ss
m

en
ts

 
 

 
 

 
Imaginative Writing 

based on given 
scenario(s) 

 
Spoken Language 

Endorsement 
Exam: 2-8 minute 
presentation on a 

chosen topic 

 
Understanding, 
analysing and 

evaluating a text 
from 

‘Frankenstein’  

 
 

 
Exam – English 

Language Paper 2 
mock exam 


