
Translating the subject: Religious Studies 

 

What will you see in RE Lessons?  
A visitor to a Religious Education lesson should expect to see a lesson 
focused on one of the following areas: 

Making sense of belief: Identifying and making sense of core religious and 
non-religious beliefs and concepts; understanding what these beliefs mean 
within their traditions; recognising how and why sources of authority (such 
as texts) are used, expressed and interpreted in different ways, and 
developing skills of interpretation.  

Making connections: Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs 
and practices studied; allowing opportunity to challenge ideas studied, and 
the ideas studied to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning possible 
connections between their own lives and ways of understanding the world.  

Understanding the impact: Examining how and why people put their 
beliefs into action in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their 
communities and in the wider world. 

What will you see in pupils’ RE folders? 
 
Year 9 
Workbooks to allow for note taking and collecting key RE vocabulary. 
Students are also given opportunities to evaluate key ideas through writing 
frames based upon GSCE 12 mark question format. 
Homework- Hinterland – Students will be given an area to consider/ 
investigate an area of study further. This supports the limited curriculum 
time given to RE (2 hours per fortnight). 
 
GCSE (10 and 11) 
Work is divided into topics and distinguishes between paper 1 and paper 2. 
This allows students to separate topics and aids retrieval.  
Paper 1 focuses on religious beliefs and practices – detailed notes to 
understand key concepts 
Interpretation of sacred texts and application to contemporary issues. 
Paper 2 – Thematic study combined with application of religious beliefs, 
reflection on how practical/relevant religious belief is when considering 
contemporary issues. 
Homework - Students will be given an area to consider/ investigate an area 
of study further.  

What formative assessment will you see in RE 
Low level quizzes 
Hinge questions 
Extended writing in the form of evaluation questions 
Recall and application 
Retrieval activities built throughout lessons 
 
 

What is the department currently reading and discussing, and why? 
What we are currently reading 
Following RE Leaders on Twitter- collated by Mary Myatt 
Why? 
Wealth of information regarding curriculum development in RE particularly 
in light of RE not being given sufficient curriculum time. Also developments 
in the RE curriculum on the whole and approaches to Ks3 assessment.  
 

 


