
RE Department Rationale 

“We may have different religions, different languages, different coloured skin, but we all belong to 
one human race” Kofi Annan 

 

 

 

Religious Education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s education in schools by 
provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, 
issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. In RE they learn about and from religions and 
worldviews in local, national, and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to 
these questions. They learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and 
express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully. (NATRE) 

The principal aim of religious education is to explore what people believe and what difference this 
makes to how they live, so that pupils can gain the knowledge, and skills needed to handle questions 
raised by religion and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living. 

Religious Education in year 9 creates a bridge between Middle School and High School teaching whilst 
offering concepts and expectations for GCSE RE. Students are encouraged to build upon prior 
knowledge, deepen understanding and further develop skills in evaluation and critical thinking. Students 
are encouraged to explore the beliefs, cultures and traditions of others whilst identifying what they 
believe as individuals. There is an emphasis on helping pupils to develop a coherent understanding of 
several religions, through studying religions individually before progressing to bringing together and 
comparing different traditions. 

There is a clear teaching and learning approach within RE where pupils are enabled to ‘make sense’ of 
the religions and non-religious worldviews studied, ‘understand the impact’ of these beliefs in people’s 
lives, and to ‘make connections’ in their own learning and with their wider experience of the world. 

GCSE RE allows students to deepen their knowledge and understanding of two core religions, 
Christianity and Islam whilst further exploring the role religion plays in contemporary society through 
further thematic study. Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, 
purpose, and truth, enabling them to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues. Students will 
also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They are 
encouraged to develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, 
leadership, and research skills. All of these a key transferable skill that contribute to making students 
successful life long learners. 

A Level Religious Studies allows students to study different areas of RE in more detail with modules 
dedicated to Philosophy, Religious Ethics and Developments in Christian thought. Students can build 
upon prior knowledge of religious beliefs, traditions and teaching and their interconnections whilst being 
able to consider how they vary historically and in the contemporary world. Students are given the 
opportunity study significant social and historical developments with theology and religious thought 
whilst continuing to study the relationship between religion and society. In order t be successful students 
will need to master skills such as enquiry, critical evaluation, reflection all valuable particularly for further 
education. 

True religion is real living, living with all one’s soul, with all one’s goodness and righteousness’  

Einstein 

 


