
Religious Education Curriculum Intent Overview 

Year 9 

By the end of year 9 a student in RE should be able to understand the three cores  elements that interweave 
throughout RE these are;  making sense of belief, understanding impact and making connections.  

Students should know what it means to have faith and beliefs, they should be able to understand how religions use 
sacred texts, and teachings to influence behaviour and practices. Students should be able to reflect upon their own 
worldview and understand how it fits with religious beliefs and traditions in contemporary society. 

Students should be able to: 

• Retrieval of core knowledge 
• Links between beliefs and action/behaviour 
• Analysis of sources of authority 
• Producing balanced arguments and reaching justified conclusions 

Key Stage 4 

By the end of Ks4 students should be able to confidently describe core beliefs and teachings from within Christianity 
and Islam with accurate reference to sacred texts and sources of authority. Students will understand what it means 
to be a member of a faith community and how this works within contemporary society. 

Students should be able to discuss a number of religious, philosophical and ethical issues including; Relationships 
and families, Religion and life, Religion, peace and conflict and Religion, crime and punishment 

Students should be able to  

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs including: 

• Beliefs, practices and sources of authority 
• Influences on individuals, communities and societies 
• Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs 

AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their significance and influence including: 

• Give well argued response  
• Demonstrate reasoned consideration of different points of view 
• Give logical chains of reasoning leading to judgements supported by knowledge and understanding of 

relevant evidence and information  

Key Stage 5 

By the end of Ks5 all students will have studied three components; Philosophy of religion, Religion and ethics, and 
Developments in Christian Thought.  

Philosophy of religion allows students to raise issue and questions raised by religion and belief. These include 
arguments for the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and influence of religious experience and the 
problems of evil and suffering. Students will also explore philosophical language and thought using the works of key 
thinkers. 

Religious ethics allows student to explore the value of ethical language, the exploration of key concepts and the 
works of influential thinkers. Students also apply ethical theory to a range of contemporary ethical issues. 

Developments in Christian Thought provides the systematic study of religion including; exploration of religious 
beliefs, values, teachings and practices that shape religious identity. Students will further develop their study of 
sources of wisdom and authority. Students will be able to critically explore how religious traditions have developed 
over time and how they respond to issues and challenges in contemporary society. 

 


