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Rationale and curriculum intent 

Photography offers students a medium and visual language to explore the world around them purposefully 
and meaningfully.  The 21st Century has become saturated with visual imagery and photography remains a 
central tool to document, record, explore, examine and convey meaning.  With the average age for a child 
in the U.K owning their first mobile phone dropping to 7 years, photography has become accessible to 
nearly all students before they are aware of the inherent concepts in the subject.  Lens based imagery 
provides much of the visual communication between individuals and our reliance on imagery to record key 
events has become second nature.  The Trinity High School GCSE in photography aims to give students the 
tools and theoretical understanding to effectively read imagery, convey meaning and explore key concepts 
in visual communication.  From this, it is hoped that students may progress to more advanced study of the 
subject however, if not, photography offers a wide range of transferrable skills that can have long reaching 
consequences well into adult life.  Understanding choices made by designers, artists or media outlets can 
allow students to find deeper layers of meaning and help them to analyse the world around them 
effectively.   

Implementation 

In order to produce the best and most independently creative outcomes, students are required to practise 
the basic cameras settings at the start of the GCSE course.  An introductory period of basic shooting, 
uploading, storing and editing techniques are explored through set tasks, completed in pairs or small 
groups.  Students are introduced to the key vocabulary of photography and create presentations of their 
outcomes, including written work to support a visual glossary of key compositional techniques.  Uploading 
and storing work correctly is explored together and students are given the opportunity to familiarise 
themselves with the main software that they will be using over the duration of the course.  Understanding 
of composition is assessed through a structured collage task, inspired by the work of Richard Hamilton.  
Editing to show crop, frame, selection, colour change, contrast, brightness and saturation is completed 
together with demonstration, video tutorials and written cheat sheets to reference.   

With the basic introduction to photography established, students are introduced to the coursework 
component of the course (60%).  Taught sessions precede independent application of a variety of skills and 
techniques.  Lessons are informed by the four assessment objectives set by the examination board, 
EDUQAS.  These are:  

• AO1 Critical Understanding  
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources.  

• AO2 Creative Making  
Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 

• AO3 Reflective Recording  
Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses 

• AO4 Personal Presentation  
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language. 
 



Currently, photography is introduced as an option in year 9 and students are not taught the subject in key 
stage 3.  If students opt to take photography in year 10, it is open for all students to select.  A range of 
guides and resources are provided to support learners of a wide variety of ability levels.  Ultimately, the skill 
of independent selection, research, idea generation and resolution of own ideas is critical to success in 
adult life.  The aim is for all students to be able to apply these skills, regardless of how far they choose to 
take their studies in the subject.  The course is run in conjunction with GCSE art and design, fine art and 
product design.  The 3 discreet subjects follow the same exam board, EDUQAS, and are assessed using the 
same assessment objectives.  Students all receive 2 hours per fortnight in art and resistant materials, and 
therefore do have some early introduction to key concepts such as ideas generation, research and 
development, analysis of inspirational sources and designing their own ideas.   

Impact  

Content of lessons will be structured to prepare students for independent realisation of ideas and 
intentions in the form of a portfolio of preparatory and exploratory work, culminating in a final piece or 
series of considered outcomes. Lesson themes include the generation of ideas, how to make effective 
research, development of own intentions, responding to inspiration purposefully, reflective evaluation and 
refinement of ideas or skills, technical and material applications, experimentation with media and 
presentation, and a range of skills based workshops to explore a variety of photographic methods.  In this 
sense, students are prepared for the world of work where tasks, commissions or briefs may be used to 
guide independent practice.  Students learn the skills to research, experiment, plan, and explore how best 
to meet a brief with the introduction of ‘mini-briefs’ until applied in the form of the externally set task.  

In year 11, students will work with increasing independence, selecting their own materials, techniques, 
inspiration and, ultimately, developing their own ideas in response to clear intentions.  One to one tutorials 
and guidance will be provided throughout this time, and scaffolded resources will assist students of all 
abilities to achieve their best possible outcomes.  Students will be encouraged to present their work in a 
personal way, reflecting their individual learning styles rather than fitting a prescribed format.  Higher 
achievers will have greater scope to reach the top end of the marking criteria by producing personal, 
meaningful and clear projects that demonstrate a sustained investigation into their chosen theme.   

Following the submission of coursework, the externally set task will be given to students at the start of 
January, when released by the exam board.  Students will be guided towards possible ways of exploring the 
themes given on the paper and support with technical instruction will be given in lessons, however 
students will work independently to develop their ideas and present work, as per the requirements of the 
specification.  The lengthy coursework project should prepare students to be able to do this, as they will 
have had many opportunities to refine and practise the skills they use in the ESA.   

By the end of the course, students should be able to employ the following skills, independently: 

• Initiate and develop original ideas based on a chosen theme of interest 
• Sustain an investigation with a focused approach, selecting appropriate inspirational sources and 

techniques to explore 
• Demonstrate competence across a range of techniques and skills both behind the camera and in 

‘post-production’ 
• Review their own work and progress critically, developing successes and reflecting on mistakes 

purposefully 
• Record their own ideas about concepts or imagery using effective application of subject specific 

keywords (I.E exposure, composition, frame…) 



• Present ideas in a clear and personal way that shows the development of work in progress toward a 
final, resolved outcome 

• Be able to describe their own artistic intentions and plan how to achieve these 
• Resolve an enquiry by selecting appropriate media, skills, ideas and imagery to convey carefully 

planned meaning 

The two-year GCSE course aims to initiate students in the ways of reading, producing and analysing lens 
based media, as well as introducing them to key themes within society and culture such as identity, 
economics, climate, politics, technology, humanity and philosophy.  Complex issues that can have an 
impact on all students are explored through the examination of artists work.  Students often choose to 
pursue these ideas with personal projects that examine the self, mental health, sexuality, war, conflict, 
political turmoil or class division to name a few.  Technical and theoretical progress is measured, and verbal 
and written feedback ensures students understand how to improve their photography work.  The 
foundations of the subject (meaning / intention, process / technique, context, content / composition) are 
reviewed throughout the course and students are expected to understand how these terms effect the way 
imagery is interpreted and presented.  Photography is a subject that encourages critical examination of the 
world around us.  Students embrace different opinions, discussing their thoughts and considering the 
impact sources such as the media may have on society.   

Enrichment and extra-curricular 

The photography department holds weekly catch up sessions at lunch time for students who have been 
identified as requiring intervention. Extra-curricular clubs for students who wish to extend their learning 
are scheduled separately, allowing staff to offer skills and technique training to extend student practice. 
Timings are confirmed each academic year after timetables are released.  Departmental trips to locations 
for shoot purposes and to museum / galleries for research purposes are scheduled throughout the year as 
the calendar allows. The department hopes it will be able to resume its programme of outside speakers 
that sadly has been postponed due to restrictions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Professionals from the 
fine art, product and commercial photography, graphic and freelance sectors will be invited to speak to 
exam groups in order to strengthen local industry links and broaden student career and F.E horizons. From 
2021, the photography department is working increasingly closely with the art, media and product design 
departments to collaborate in the delivery of trips, resources and clubs.  A wide range of department al 
resources are available and continue to be updated for all students to access. Central located in room 49, 
these resources provided scaffolded support for every aspect of the course and aim to cater for the 
broadest range of learner needs. This is additional to the digital resources students are directed to on their 
teams channels and in the shared student areas of the THS computer network. Video tutorials are also 
available for students to practise specific skills, and live demonstrations are a regular part of every lesson. 
The department will also utilise the many online virtual tours available now from museums such as the Tate 
Modern, and plans to exploit social media platforms such as Twitter and Pinterest to build online 
communities for photography students to share ideas and practices.  

Assessment and recording 

At KS4, students are regularly assessed upon individual skill-based projects, set by their teacher. The four 
Eduqas assessment objectives (critical understanding, creative making, reflective recording and personal 
presentation), are used to assess all work from the start of the course. This introduces students to the most 
important aspect of both component 1 and 2; recognising and implementing the 4 assessment objectives 
clearly, effectively and independently.  Work is submitted using Teams so that class teachers can issue 
feedback centrally and students can refine and re-submit work as necessary. Written feedback is given for 
every submission, and a working at grade is indicated by highlighting on the assessment matrix the band(s) 



students are reaching for their evidence of individual assessment objectives.  Assessment and feedback is 
intended as fully transparent throughout the course, so that students may know and understand their 
targets, working at grades and progression pathways. The recently developed mastery statements 
breakdown the assessment matrix for students to check their levels of progress. Utilising the language of 
the assessment objectives and summarising the key concepts essential to success in the subject, this 
document promises to become a keystone of the department.  

The nature of the course assessment is difficult to duplicate in mock exam circumstances. Component 1, 
60% of the grade, is coursework based. The remaining 40% is the exam component, and students work on a 
body of preparatory study from January until the 10 hour period of supervised time in April. This entire 
body of work is internally assessed, internally moderated in collaboration with art and product design, and 
then externally verified. This nature of assessment therefore encourages regular feedback, reflection and 
refinement.  The department aims to create independent learners who are able to see how, why and when 
to improve evidence before submission, and make the best progress they are able to. 

All formal assessments are recorded centrally and are reported home via the schools reporting system.  

Quality Assurance 

The photography department takes responsibility for the standard of students’ work and for the quality of 
their teaching in the subject. Staff from the other art and design Eduqas subjects regularly meet and share 
practice in order to maintain high standards. Standardisation materials and exemplars are referred to and 
studied by each moderating member of staff, and grades are checked by other members of staff before 
submission to the exam board. A random sample of students are selected from Eduqas and an external 
moderator carries out a centre visit to verify the marks awarded. If the teacher marks are not within the 
strict tolerance allowed, then the moderator will call for the entire cohort and can adjust grades as 
necessary. Regular book trawls, lesson observations and student voice feedback are planned for the year 
2021-2022 to verify the standard of teaching and learning within the department.  Students are given self 
and peer assessment opportunities, and green slip assessments to review their own progress.  The Schemes 
of Work in place are verified by the head of subject to ensure they cover the national curriculum and exam 
board requirements, although individual subject teacher shave the autonomy to cover this content by 
planning their own activities. Portfolios are marked at assessment points and student progress is tracked 
centrally within the department. Progress checks are made, and students underperforming are identified 
from this for intervention. This also allows teachers to identify higher performing students and provide 
resources and other opportunities for them to excel.    

Proviso  

In light of the recent COVID-19 pandemic, this document may be altered to meet current guidelines and 
regulations.   

 

 


