
Curriculum Intent Overview Media Studies 

The Media Studies department at Trinity High School aims to prepare students to participate in a 
world increasingly shaped by the media and our mission is to enable our students to appreciate the 
influence of media in both a national and global context. Our understanding of the world and of 
people often derives from the interactions we make every day with these texts; the way we talk, the 
way we dress, how we understand people and cultures - these texts are a reflection of the world in 
which we live in and with this comes enormous power and huge responsibility. We want our 
students to leave us as critical thinkers who are able to participate as active consumers and 
producers, in a world increasingly dominated by the creative industries. 

By the end of Year 10 Students in Year 10 will have completed an Introduction to Theoretical 
Framework which underpins all topics studied in Media, students will also have half of Paper 2 (All 
Component A). They will then move onto Paper 1 Component B and finally, the which gets released 
every March, covering the SOW content in this way will ensure the students have prior skills in 
Magazine conventions thus enabling them to complete the magazine brief for NEA. Learning 
intention for moving on to paper 1 is to ensure Language and Representation skills are focused on 
for the bigger units in year 11/ The NEA coursework will be finished by the end of Year 10.  

By the end of Year 11 Students in Year 11 will start with the final section of Paper 2 Component B 
which is an in-depth study of Newspapers. This will take the first half term and ensure students have 
completed a whole paper in readiness for first mock exams. The students will then study Paper 1 
both Section A, the content covered in Year 11 is more in depth than the topics done in Year 10 with 
the idea that students will have developed their skills and understanding in Media to ensure they 
grasp the more difficult concepts and set texts. Students when studying newspapers need to study 
historical contexts which looks at the 1960s, this will also help follow into TV as the set Text is The 
Avengers which is also 1960s so students can transfer their previous knowledge on this. The final 
part of the course will start revising the Year 10 set texts they covered to ensure up to date 
knowledge and refresh confidence.  

By the end of Year 12 Students in Year 12 completed an Introduction to Theoretical Framework 
which underpins all topics studied in Media. Students will have completed Industry and Audience 
topics which builds their knowledge on factual skills then building confidence to help with Language 
and Representation skills. NEA will have been completed, which gets released every March. Covering 
the SOW content in this way will ensure the students have prior skills in Magazine conventions thus 
enabling them to complete the magazine brief for NEA. 19 Theorists will have been introduced ready 
for students to specifically apply them to the next in-depth units they are to study in Year 13.  

By the end of Year 13  

Students in Year 13 will have completed Newspapers and Long Form TV which are the full synoptic 
units of the course bringing together all elements of theoretical framework and contexts whilst 
applying theorists learnt in Year 12.  

Media saturates everything we do in the developed world in the 21st Century and is continually 
evolving as technology develops; with that comes great opportunities for creative freedom and 
expression. But as well as this, we want our students to develop a lifelong passion engaging with the 
media both critically and for leisure. As a form of entertainment, media texts can offer audiences a 
sense of escapism and a wider connection with like-minded people - the importance of this, in a 
world where our mental health is considered just as important as our physical health, is something 
we want our students to love and appreciate while studying this subject. 



  


