
Computing Rationale KS5 
 

“Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the kids working together and motivating them, the 

teacher is the most important.” 

- Bill Gates 

 
The qualifications aim to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills of the principles of 
IT and Global Information Systems. Students will gain an insight into the IT sector as they investigate 
the pace of technological change, IT infrastructure, the flow of information on a global scale, and the 
importance of legal and security considerations. 

Students will develop professional, personal and social skills through interaction with peers, 
stakeholders and clients, as well as theoretical knowledge and understanding to underpin these 
skills. These support the transferable skills required by universities and employers such as 
communication, problem solving, time management, research and analytical skills. 

 Develop IT knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific Fundamentals of 
IT, Global information, Social Media and Digital Marketing, Virtual and Augmented Reality 
and Internet of Everything.  

 Develop understanding of the processes and methods of how IT products and systems are 
created by industry/institutions for specific businesses and purposes. 

 Are equipped with the specific IT knowledge required to understand the uses and 
implications of IT, today and for the future.  

Trinity High School Level 3 IT is a two-year course, and it features in Key Stage Four with a different 
exam board. However, students can choose the option without having done the GCSE. The first half 
term concentrates on teaching all students the basics to ensure knowledge is formed to help with 
more difficult concepts.  

One of the key aims to develop a stimulating, broad and balanced curriculum that fosters both a 
sense of understanding of key IT concepts and principles, whilst fostering an enthusiasm and lifelong 
interest in the subject. While it is important that pupils make progress, it is also vitally important 
that they develop secure understanding of each key block of knowledge and concepts in order to 
progress to the next stage. Insecure, superficial understanding will not allow genuine progression: 
students need a secure base of IT knowledge and the key demands of IT in businesses and should 
also be familiar with, and use, technical terminology accurately and precisely. They should build up 
an extended specialist vocabulary, enabling them to access the highest grades and able to make a 
judgement about what different IT theory would benefit the scenario given.  

Students will learn to use a variety of approaches to answer relevant IT questions. These should 
include: Understanding of key fundamentals of IT, benefits and limitations to businesses for the 
purpose of IT and be able to take a brief and create their own coursework meeting the client needs.  

 They will need to use tier 2 and tier 3 vocabulary in order to access the criteria for coursework and 
command verbs in IT. They should be able to use research skills on the internet to source ideas for 
their coursework and help their theory knowledge in a greater depth. Students then take this 
through to completion of final products created using industry software provided by Trinity.  
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