
Computing Curriculum Rationale KS4 

“The expert in anything was once a beginner.” Anonymous 

The digital sector is a major source of employment in the UK. Around 1.46 million people 
work in digital companies and there are around 45,000 digital jobs advertised at any one 
time. Digital skills span all industries, and almost all jobs in the UK today require employees 
to have a good level of digital literacy. The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘Digital capital 
of Europe’ as it continues to invest billions every year in digital skills and commerce. The 
modern world expects digital skills to be as important as English and Maths. Having both 
technical skills and business understanding is the key to success. 

BTEC DIT is our Computing course of choice as this course is designed to teach students how 
to use IT in a work-like environment and the justifications for the way we use IT. This course 
is mainly coursework based and offers those who wish to venture down a vocational route a 
suitable qualification. The course is flexible in managing pupil stresses and submitting 
coursework at different windows throughout the year. Many of the assignments build on 
themes in KS3, an example of this are the Digital Literacy and Information Technology 
topics. Information Technology is delivered at Trinity in the hope to inspire students who 
are interested in an introduction to the study of creating IT systems to manage and share 
information alongside other fields of study, with a view to progressing to a wide range of 
higher education courses, not necessarily in IT. Students will develop a common core of IT 
knowledge and study areas such as the relationship between hardware and software that 
form an IT system, managing and processing data to support business and using IT to 
communicate and share information. In addition to helping students acquire subject 
knowledge, the course is designed to develop the following skills:  
  
• cognitive and problem-solving skills: use critical thinking, approach non-routine 

problems applying expert and creative solutions, use systems and technology   
• Intrapersonal skills: communicating, working collaboratively, negotiating and 

influencing, self-presentation   
• Interpersonal skills: self-management, adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring and 

development.  
 

BTEC DIT staggers the submission of units to alleviate anxiety and provide more accuracy in 
pupil progress and identify intervention opportunities. The first term looks at the theory 
behind user interfaces and how they can be utilised in the units of coursework. Pupils will 
work on Exploring User Interface Design Principles as well as building the necessary skills in 
Project Planning. In the second term, students move on to studying Collecting, Presenting 
and Interpreting Data. At Term 3, we finish looking at the second component and hope to 
have work ready for submission. In the final year, students look at the theory that underpins 
the final assessment as well a further developing their practical computing skills. Term 1 
covers Effective Digital Working Practices, where students look at how they utilise IT in a 
work environment. This includes the topics Modern Technologies, Impact of Modern 
Technologies, and Cyber Security. This is continued in the second term as students study 
The Wider Implications of Digital Systems and Planning and Communication in Digital 
Systems. From here, students begin looking at applying what they have learnt by looking at 
exam past paper questions 


