
THS History Department; Rationale. 
More than anything else, it is important to study History. – B.B King.   

 

History is vitally important for pupils today. Pupils are growing up in a world full 
of ever-changing circumstances; political, economic, global issues as well as 
domestic and History enables them to understand the context of our 
constantly evolving world. Studying History equips pupils with not just 
transferable skills (analysis, evaluation, critical thinking, extended writing) but 
also, it helps them become well rounded, engaged young people.  It enables 
them to interact with historical topics that affect their everyday lives, giving 
them the skillset to become modern world citizens.  

 

Whatever path a History pupil takes in the long term, the subject provides 
opportunity to not just study our world, but to develop writing skills, analytical 
and evaluative thinking and working to clearly defined objectives. The skills 
developed in History are highly valuable across all job sectors and can lead to 
many successful career paths. 

 

The History curriculum at THS is designed to engage and inspire our pupils and 
to promote a love of History, while also providing the background to issues that 
are relevant today. History provides ample opportunity to develop pupils’ 
literacy skills through sources, interpretations and extended writing and 
opportunity for numeracy through statistical analysis, graphs and chronology. 
By studying History pupils will be provided a set of skills and contextual 
knowledge of the modern world we live in. History enables pupils to understand 
their own History, and that of others in the UK as well as across the World.  

 

History is an engaging subject with something for everyone – whether you are 
a Medieval or Modern Historian, the skills that you employ in studying History 
facilitate future success. History underpins the World – everything has a History, 
as said by Michael Crichton “If you don’t know History, then you don’t know 
anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.” 

 



THS History Year Nine Curriculum Intent. 
Study history, study history. For in history lie all secrets of statecraft. – Winston Churchill.  

In History in Year Nine, pupils will have a deep dive into the twentieth century 
across a broad selection of events, people and themes; as well as building 

on the historical skills they gained in middle school in source and 
interpretation work.  

The year will begin in the early stages of the twentieth century with the 
building tension in pre-First World War Europe. Pupils will explore the context of 

the World stage through politics, relationships and crises, such as the fall of 
the Ottoman Empire, the Balkans crisis and power struggle between Britain 
and Germany. This then leads into the consequences of the First World War 
and how the World recovers from such a devastating conflict in turn, setting 
the stage for the Second World War. Later in the year, pupils will learn about 
The Holocaust. THS History department are very proud to be a UCL Holocaust 
Beacon School, ensuring our pupils receive outstanding Holocaust education. 

We use a wide variety of source material, focussing on the story and 
experiences of Leon Greenman, an inspirational Holocaust survivor with a 

unique story. In the past we have been lucky enough to hear first-hand from 
Uri Winterstein, Holocaust survivor and hope to restart soon. We then pick up 
after the Second World War and examine the rise of the Superpower nations 
and the increasing power struggle between Capitalism and Communism. We 
investigate different interpretations into USA’s motivation to drop the atomic 
bomb on Japan. A highlight of this unit for pupils is learning about American 
representations of Communism through film and creating their own movie 

posters. Our year finishes with an enquiry into the proxy wars (USA and 
Vietnam and the USSR and Afghanistan.) 

An integral part of the History curriculum at THS are the second order 
concepts through which historians assess the past; cause and consequence, 

change and continuity, significance, similarity and difference are 
fundamental to the Year Nine curriculum. In order to support our pupils 

understanding of the past, we also spend time developing their 
comprehension of substantive concepts e.g., monarchy, revolution, empire, 

power and religion etc. In each topic pupils have the opportunity to see how 
each substantive concept can have a different meaning depending on the 

historical context.  



 

THS History Key Stage Four Curriculum Intent. 
I will have here but one mistress and no master. – Elizabeth 1st.  

At THS pupils who choose History will study Edexcel GCSE. Pupils will journey through 
a selection of modules on British History, Weimar and Nazi Germany and extend their 

knowledge into the Cold War. They will continue to build upon and develop their 
historical skills and understanding of second order historical concepts, and 

substantive concepts.  

There are four units studied at GCSE we start the course with Unit 1 – Crime and 
Punishment c.1000 – Modern Day with a study into the historic environment of 
Whitechapel c.1870 – c.1900. Pupils learn about the development of attitudes 

towards crime, the changing nature of law enforcement and the wide variety of 
punishments throughout British history. This ranges from Anglo Saxon England where 

pupils study the impact of the Norman conquest, community responses to crime and 
the dominant presence of the Roman – Catholic Church in England. This then follows 

through chronologically until we reach the Modern Day and pupils will explore 
modern policing methods, the impact technology has had on crime and 

punishments and how social reform has changed the penal system. Unit 2 is split into 
two sections, Early Elizabethan England c. 1558 – 1588 and Superpower Relations 

and the Cold War 1941 – 1991. In the Elizabethan section, pupils investigate the early 
years of Elizabeth 1st’s reign through key themes: government and religion, 

challenges at home and abroad and Elizabethan society. On the other side of the 
unit, pupils follow on from their introduction to the Cold War in Year 9 by furthering 

their analysis of the origins of the Cold War, Cold War crises and the end of the Cold 
War. Our final unit (3) is Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 – 1939 pupils have the 

opportunity to broaden and deepen their knowledge of this tumultuous period of 
History which had global consequences. Our study begins with the Weimar Republic 

and how it’s failing led to Hitler’s rise to power. We scrutinise how the Nazis 
established and maintained control of Germany and conclude the unit by assessing 
life in Nazi Germany for particular groups of people e.g., women, children, and the 

persecution of minorities.  

As well as their understanding of the historical content, pupils also prepare for the 
GCSE exams in lessons by developing source and interpretation skills, evidence-
based explanations by fine tuning their understanding of second order historical 

concepts through exam technique and practice.  

 

 



THS History Key Stage Five Curriculum Intent. 
Men sometimes have strange motivations for the things they do. - Matthew Hopkins, 

Witchfinder General.  

At THS pupils who opt for A Level History will follow the OCR specification. 
Pupils will study a wide range of topics on Tudor History, build further upon 
their study of Weimar and Nazi Germany at GCSE and explore themes of 
Popular Culture and the relationship between superstition and witchcraft. 

They will continue to build upon and develop their historical skills and 
understanding of second order historical concepts, and substantive concepts 

through exam-based essays.  

There are four units studied at A Level and in Year 12 pupils’ study both Unit 1 
The Later Tudors 1547 – 1603 and Unit 2 – Democracy and Dictatorships in 
Germany 1919 – 1963. Within the Later Tudors course both the Mid – Tudor 
Crisis and Elizabethan England are taught. The Mid – Tudor Crisis section of 

the unit follows a thematic structure considering: the stability of the 
monarchy, religious change and rebellion and unrest through contemporary 
sources. Unit 2 explores the changes in Germany from autocracy under Kaiser 

Wilhelm II to the democracy of the Weimar Republic to the fascist 
dictatorship of the Nazis and finally to a divided Germany. Unit 3 will see 
pupils develop their analytical skills as they probe the nuanced world of 

superstition across Europe during the Witchcraze. Pupils will discover the fear 
and paranoia of popular culture as they delve into the 16th and 17th Centuries 

in Britain, Germany and the North America. Our final unit studied is the 
coursework, an opportunity for pupils to showcase their knowledge and 

understanding of Weimar, Nazi and Cold War Germany as well as displaying 
their honed source and interpretation skills.  

In conjunction with the course content, pupils refine their second order 
historical concepts and substantive concepts through essay writing and 

exam practice. These skills are at the fore front of the course to enable our 
pupils to transition to university level History, or wherever their chosen path 

takes them.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


