
 
 
 

Geography Department Rationale 

 

“Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It 
is dynamic and relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose.”  

MICHAEL PALIN 

 

Geography is not a narrow academic subject for the few. It is fundamental for everyone. It starts 
very early, when a young child encounters and begins to discover the world. Geography can nourish 
and enrich a whole lifetime of learning. 

Geography fascinates and inspires: the beauty of the earth, the terrible power of earth-shaping 
forces – these things can take us out of ourselves. Geographical investigation both satisfies and 
nourishes curiosity. Geography deepens understanding: many contemporary challenges – climate 
change, food security, energy choices – cannot be understood without a geographical perspective. 

The value of geography to the educational experience of pupils can be understood through a number 
of scales, be that through the development of social, moral and spiritual values, through to equipping 
pupils with the skills and understanding they need to navigate the complex and dynamic adventure 
that is modern day living.   

The curriculum at THS is designed in a way that enables all learners to engage in a variety of topics 
that will develop cultural capital of all students. It is designed to promote a love of the ever-changing 
world that we live in, giving significant opportunities to develop literacy skills through interpretation 
and various source materials, opportunity for numeracy in the collection, creation and analysis of 
various forms of data in the physical and human areas of study. Geographical knowledge allows you 
to integrate multiple concepts from the humanities and the sciences and apply critical thinking to 
dealing with current issues at the local, national, and international level.  
 
Geography is quintessentially a ‘discovery subject’. There was a time when it was all about exploration, 
describing and assembling information about the world: literally, geography was ‘writing the world’. 
It is still about exploration and discovery but using the media and digital technologies as well as first-
hand experience. Today, geography can embrace many forms of enquiry and exploration, using 
imagination and creativity to think critically about what we see. The subject never stays still and 
constantly remoulds itself to reflect the changes in the world, whether it be social, Environmental or 
economic, there is always change. Enabling our learners to have a voice and speak up about the world 
they have inherited and one which they will inevitably pass on, it would be absurd to abandon 
Geography.  

 



 
 
 

Geography Curriculum intent 
 

Key Stage 3 
Year 9  
 

By the end of Year 9 students will develop a greater awareness of the modern issues our world faces 
and how we as global citizens are responsible for the main causes of its destruction but also the 
facilitators in making our futures brighter. There are solutions and we must become more 
sustainable citizens. Students will also be able to challenge this by being able to discuss the 
inequalities the HIC and LIC countries face. Whether it be resources, access to food, water or energy, 
or the pressures from the Western world to put pressure on other people’s resources for our use. 
Students will see that the world we live in is unequal. Pupils should be able to remember and to be 
able to do: 

Key Stage 4 
Year 10  
 

By the end of year 10 student will have a clear understanding of the topics outlined. They will be 
aware of real-life developments and their importance to the economy. They will be confident in their 
knowledge of the variety of strategies different countries of income try to close the development 
gap. Student will also deepen their knowledge on the physical processes affecting place. Fieldwork 
will embed this knowledge and students will be confident in their enquiry-based approach to 
support them in Yr11 and beyond.  

Year 11 
 

By the end of Year 11, pupils will draw together their knowledge, skills and understanding from 
across the full course of study to analyse the human and physical topics that are evident in the world 
we live. We expect our students to be sustainable citizens and be knowledgeable as to how they can 
make a difference in a variety of ways.   

Key Stage 5 
 

By the end of Year 13, Geography students will have further developed their understanding on the 
Coastal processes that shape our lands as well as make synoptic links with other aspects of the 
curriculum. They will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of place, environments, concepts and 
processes at a variety of scales and start to apply their understanding of coastal zones as a dynamic 
system. They will understand geomorphological processes and their association with landforms. 
Students will gain an informed appreciation of the beauty and diversity of the coastal environment 
and understand their importance as a human habitat. Fieldwork skills will be enhanced in the study 
of this topic as will be mapping skills and statistical analysis of the data collected to develop a 
greater depth of understanding and challenge the theory-based knowledge. Students will also 
understand the major stores of water and carbon. These are essential areas of knowledge that will 



 
 
 

be linked throughout synoptic questioning in the examinations. Students will contemplate the 
magnitude and significance of the cycles at a variety of scales, their relevance to wider geography 
and their central importance to human populations.  

By the start of the summer term students will be expected to have developed a greater interest in 
one of the topics covered and develop an enquiry, incorporating the skills we have used in the year. 
What is important is that students work on their own on contextualising, analysing and reporting of 
their work to produce an independent investigation with an individual title that demonstrates 
required fieldwork knowledge, skills and understanding. The summer term enables to start to submit 
their independent enquiry to the teachers, who in turn can support with any ideas and sign off the 
investigation title for students to complete in Yr13 independently.  

There will be an acknowledgement of the importance on how people engage with their place and 
their experiences of them and engage with how places are known and experienced, how the 
character is appreciated, the factors and processes which impact upon places and how they change 
and develop over time. Through developing this knowledge, students will gain understanding of the 
way in which their own lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature 
of places which are of fundamental importance in their lives. 

Students will examine the processes and challenges and the issues associated with them in particular 
the potential for environmental sustainability and social cohesion. Engaging with these themes in a 
range of urban settings from contrasting areas of the world affords the opportunity for students to 
appreciate human diversity and develop awareness and insight into profound questions of 
opportunity, equity and sustainability. The topic gives opportunity to exercise and develop 
observation skills, measurement, and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and 
statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork. Students will 
acknowledge the importance on how people engage with their place and their experiences of them 
and engage with how places are known and experienced, how the character is appreciated, the 
factors and processes which impact upon places and how they change and develop over time. 
Through developing this knowledge, students will gain understanding of the way in which their own 
lives and those of others are affected by continuity and change in the nature of places which are of 
fundamental importance in their lives. 

Further study will examine the processes and challenges and the issues associated with them in 
particular the potential for environmental sustainability and social cohesion. Engaging with these 
themes in a range of urban settings from contrasting areas of the world affords the opportunity for 
students to appreciate human diversity and develop awareness and insight into profound questions 
of opportunity, equality and sustainability. The topic or Urban Environments gives opportunity to 
exercise and develop observation skills, measurement, and geospatial mapping skills, together with 
data manipulation and statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork. 

Students will have developed a far more complex skill set from KS4. Data manipulation and analysis 
skill sets will be embedded in all topics and students will have a greater appreciation of the literacy 
and numeracy skills required to be a success in their Geography A level.  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Key 
Stage 

Year Subject Topic/Focus Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

KS3 Year 9 Topic/Focus Global 
Ecosystems- 
Brazil and the 
Amazon 
 
 
 

Global 
Ecosystems- 
Hot Deserts- 
Thar Desert 

Worlds 
Resources- 
Food miles 
and carbon 
footprints 

Worlds 
Resources- 
Increasing 
food supply 

Development- 
China 

Development- 
Global 
Warming 

Assessment  
 
 
 

End or Topic 
assessment- 
Global 
Ecosystems 

 End of topic 
assessment- 
Worlds 
Resources 

 Yr9 Summer 
Mock 
Examinations- 
Global 
Ecosystems 
and Resources.  

KS4 Year 10 Topic/Focus Changing 
Economic 
World. Focus 
on LIC case 
study- Nigeria 
 
 
 

Changing 
Economic 
World- Focus 
on the UK 
(North South 
divide) 

UK Physical 
Landscapes- 
Coasts 

UK Physical 
Landscapes- 
Rivers 

Fieldwork- 
Physical- River 
study- Carding 
Mill Valley 

Fieldwork- 
Physical- 
Analysis of 
fieldwork and 
Unit 3 
preparation 

Assessment  
 
 

End of topic 
assessment- 
Changing 
Economic 
World 

 End of topic 
assessment- 
UK Physical 
Landscapes- 
Coasts and 
Rivers 

 Yr10 Summer 
Mock 
Examinations- 
Focus- 
Changing 
Economic 
World and UK 
Physical 
Landscapes 



 
 
 

Year 11 Topic/Focus Changing 
Urban 
Environments. 
Focus on LIC- 
Mumbai, 
India. 
 
 
 
 

Changing 
Urban 
Environments. 
Focus on HIC- 
Bristol, UK. 

Hazards- Plate 
boundaries, 
earthquakes, 
and volcanoes 
– Causes, 
effects and 
responses.  

Hazards- 
Hurricanes 
and flooding 
and climate 
change 

Pre-Release- 
Paper 3 
preparation 
sent 8 weeks in 
advance of 
examinations. 
It can be based 
on any topic 

GCSE 
Examinations 

Assessment Yr11 Mock 
Exams 
 
 
 

 Yr 11 Mock 
Exams 

  GCSE 
Examinations- 
Paper 1- 
Physical 
Geography, 
Paper 2- 
Human 
Geography- 
Paper 3- 
Geographical 
Applications 

KS5 Year 12 Topic/Focus Physical- 
Coastal 
Environments 
 
Human- Global 
Governance 
 
 
 

Physical- 
Coastal 
Environments 
 
Human- Global 
Governance 
 

Physical- 
Water and 
Carbon Cycles 
 
Human- 
Contemporary 
Urban 
Environments 

Physical- 
Water and 
Carbon Cycles 
 
Human- 
Contemporary 
Urban 
Environments 

Non-Examined 
Assessment- 
coastal 
landscapes or 
Urban Env  
 
Research 
+Fieldwork 
data collection 

Nom-Examined 
Assessment- 
Coastal 
Landscapes or 
Coastal Env 
 
Research 
+Fieldwork 
data collection 

Assessment  
 
 

Coastal 
Environments 
and Global 

 Carbon Cycles 
and Urban 

NEA worth 
20% of A-Level 

Yr 12 Summer 
Exam- Paper 1- 
Coasts and 



 
 
 

 Governance 
Assessment 

Environments 
assessment 

Water and 
Carbon Cycles 
 
Paper 2- Global 
Governance 
and 
Contemporary 
Urban 
Environments 

Year 13 Topic/Focus Physical- 
Hazards 
 
 
Human – 
Changing 
Places 
 

Physical- 
Hazards 
 
 
Human – 
Changing 
Places 
 

Physical- 
Hazards 
 
 
Human- 
Global 
Governance 

NEA 
submission 
deadline 
 
Human- 
Contemporary 
Urban 
Environments 

Summer Exam 
Preparation 

 

Assessment Yr13 Mock 
Exams 
 
 
 

 Yr13 Mock 
Exams 

 A-Level 
Examinations 

A-Level 
Examinations 



 
 
 

Geography department Marking Policy and Rationale 

Ks3 3 hours of contact time per fortnight 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will 
happen 

Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins 
and provides effective retrieval, 
spaced and interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes 
peer - students receive instant feedback 
and marks awarded are clearly identifiable 
in students’ books/handouts. This 
encourages students to reflect on their 
own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

Half termly 
review 

(every 6 
lessons) 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, 
true or false, correct the 
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the 
opportunity for teachers to set 
tests that address students’ 
possible misconceptions and offers 
further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
 

Digital tools and applications can be used 
in order to generate feedback for students 
and teachers. Technology can aggregate 
data automatically and save teachers’ 
time, this will also support the non 
specialist teachers within the subject and 
HOD can monitor how the year group is 
progressing. 
Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in 
knowledge highlighted and an 
understanding of what material needs to 
be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct 
answers, self-quizzing or testing their 
knowledge of a section of a knowledge 
organiser. 
 

Termly 
Review 

A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the 
extent to which students have 
remembered the content of a 
recent topic as well as assessing 
what students have retained away 
from the point of learning.. 
 This should be completed in 
students’  books.  
Revision for these pieces of work 
can be set as homework.  

Whole class feedback – 
Green slip activity which focuses on one 
of the 5Rs 
 

Homework 
Review 

Homework is often set as 
Hinterland to develop knowledge 
and understanding whilst 
promoting cultural capital. 
Homework is set via Educake in the 
form of short quiz’s or vie 

Completion of homework is checked by 
teacher with verbal feedback given/ peer 
assessment/ self assessment. 
Detailed homework is marked using whole 
class feedback 



 
 
 

worksheets. Exam questions may 
be set from time to time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ks4 5 Hours of contact time per fortnight 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will 
happen 

Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins 
and provides effective retrieval, 
spaced and interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes 
peer - students receive instant feedback 
and marks awarded are clearly identifiable 
in students’ books/handouts. This 
encourages students to reflect on their 
own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

1-2 weekly 
review 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, 
true or false, correct the  
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the 
opportunity for teachers to set 
tests that address students’ 
possible misconceptions and offers 
further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
 
Exam practice of 4,6 or 9 mark 
exam questions based upon AO1, 
AO2 and AO3 Learning Objectives 
 

Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in 
knowledge highlighted and an 
understanding of what material needs to 
be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct 
answers, self-quizzing or testing their 
knowledge of a section of a knowledge 
organiser. 
 
 
 
 
 
Peer assessment/ self assessment or 
whole class modelling from the teacher 
where students can compare the model 
with their own response 

Termly 
Review 

A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the 
extent to which students have 
remembered the content of a 
recent topic as well as assessing 
what students have retained away 

Whole class feedback – address 
misconceptions and allow for teacher led 
modelling incorporate into whole class 
feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 



 
 
 

from the point of learning.  
Assessment is based upon AQA 
exam format to familiarise students 
with exam structure. Questions 
asked that combine both A01, AO2 
and A03 to ensure all core skills are 
assessed. 
This will be completed on separate 
assessment sheet in exam 
conditions. 
Revision for these pieces of work 
can be set as homework.  

Homework 
Review 

Quizes set via Educake as well as 
exam style questions or research 
on real work issues to develop 
cultural capital within that topic 

Whole class feedback – address 
misconceptions and allow for teacher led 
modelling incorporate into whole class 
feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 
Marked online – results downloaded by 
the teacher to look for gaps in knowledge 
or misconceptions. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ks5 9 hours contact time per fortnight 

The subject is split between 2 members of staff. Homework’s are set by both teachers and can 
take different formats 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will 
happen 

Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins 
and provides effective retrieval, 
spaced and interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes 
peer - students receive instant feedback 
and marks awarded are clearly identifiable 
in students’ books/handouts. This 
encourages students to reflect on their 
own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

1-2 weekly 
review 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, 
true or false, correct the  
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the 

Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in 
knowledge highlighted and an 
understanding of what material needs to 
be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct 
answers, self-quizzing or testing their 



 
 
 

opportunity for teachers to set 
tests that address students’ 
possible misconceptions and offers 
further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
Assesses independent reading that 
is fundamental to Ks5 study. 
 
Essay practice 
Frequent essays are set to develop 
essay writing skills as well as 
allowing students to bring together 
course content to develop synoptic 
understanding. Essay writing is the 
most challenging aspect of the 
course. These are normally planned 
in class, model essays with a similar 
question examined and then 
students complete for homework. 
There is an expectation these take 
30 minutes. 
 

knowledge of a section of a knowledge 
organiser. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual feedback is given through essay 
feedback proforma. 5R target set for each 
essay, students allocated time in class to 
respond to this target. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Termly 
Review 

A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the 
extent to which students have 
remembered the content of a 
recent topic as well as assessing 
what students have retained away 
from the point of learning.  Timed 
essay practice using past papers 
focusing on all Learning objectives 
to carefully assess students 
progress. 
This will be completed on separate 
assessment sheet in exam 
conditions. 
Revision for these pieces of work 
can be set as homework.  

Individual feedback using exam cover 
sheet, addresses skills needed to address 
each type of question, space for self 
reflection and target setting 
Whole class feedback – address 
misconceptions and allow for teacher led 
modelling incorporate into whole class 
feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

Key Stage Low Stakes Quiz Cultural Capital Practise Flipped Frequency 

3     
Once a fortnight (3 
lessons 

4     
Once a fortnight (5 
lessons) 

5     
Once a week 
depending on share of 
lessons across both 
teachers 
 

Subject 
homework 
rationale 

Homework will be set across all key stages in a variety of methods. In Yr 9 students will be given opportunities to be creative in their work through extended 
homework's in term 1 across the Humanities faculty with the shoebox task. Following on from this there will be tasks intended to highlight the T&L strategy 
at Trinity High School encouraging retrieval practise both at home and in lessons as well as developing a greater awareness of the world around them, 
developing their cultural capital through the media, podcasts, films and documentaries. Not all homework's will require written evidence. At KS4 there will be 
a greater emphasis on exam practise and students should be expected to plan fish bone answers to essays or complete short answer questions that can be 
peer, self or teacher assessed with feedback against the  5R’s. Students will have 5 lessons across the 2 weeks and will be a set at least one homework in this 
time. Students will also be set work via Educake and low stakes quiz’s will be set via this online platform to support learning, again embedding Rosenshines 
principles.  At KS5 there will be a variety of all of the tasks above. It will involve low stakes quizzes via Kahoot, reading Journal’s or articles from the 
Geography Review, the news, Podcasts or the Geographical Society which will enable some flipped learning to take place and enable students to take 
ownership of the lessons they attend with quality feedback and dependency is placed upon their work. There will be a range of Practise within homework's 
as well, however this will be mostly in the form of 6-9 mark answers as lessons will be used to support the essay skills required. Essays may be set in Yr. 13 
once satisfied the students have the necessary skills to complete independently  
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