
Geography department Marking Policy and Rationale 

Ks3 3 hours of contact time per fortnight 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will happen Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins and 
provides effective retrieval, spaced and 
interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes peer - 
students receive instant feedback and marks 
awarded are clearly identifiable in students’ 
books/handouts. This encourages students to reflect 
on their own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

Half termly 
review 

(every 6 
lessons) 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, true or 
false, correct the 
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the opportunity for 
teachers to set tests that address 
students’ possible misconceptions and 
offers further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
 

Digital tools and applications can be used in order to 
generate feedback for students and teachers. 
Technology can aggregate data automatically and 
save teachers’ time, this will also support the non 
specialist teachers within the subject and HOD can 
monitor how the year group is progressing. 
Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in knowledge 
highlighted and an understanding of what material 
needs to be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct answers, 
self-quizzing or testing their knowledge of a section 
of a knowledge organiser. 
 

Termly Review A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the extent 
to which students have remembered 
the content of a recent topic as well as 
assessing what students have retained 
away from the point of learning.. 
 This should be completed in students’  
books.  
Revision for these pieces of work can be 
set as homework.  

Whole class feedback – 
Green slip activity which focuses on one of the 5Rs 
 

Homework 
Review 

Homework is often set as Hinterland to 
develop knowledge and understanding 
whilst promoting cultural capital. 
Homework is set via Educake in the 
form of short quiz’s or vie worksheets. 
Exam questions may be set from time to 
time 

Completion of homework is checked by teacher with 
verbal feedback given/ peer assessment/ self 
assessment. 
Detailed homework is marked using whole class 
feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ks4 5 Hours of contact time per fortnight 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will happen Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins and 
provides effective retrieval, spaced and 
interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes peer - 
students receive instant feedback and marks 
awarded are clearly identifiable in students’ 
books/handouts. This encourages students to reflect 
on their own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

1-2 weekly 
review 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, true or 
false, correct the  
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the opportunity for 
teachers to set tests that address 
students’ possible misconceptions and 
offers further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
 
Exam practice of 4,6 or 9 mark exam 
questions based upon AO1, AO2 and 
AO3 Learning Objectives 
 

Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in knowledge 
highlighted and an understanding of what material 
needs to be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct answers, 
self-quizzing or testing their knowledge of a section 
of a knowledge organiser. 
 
 
 
 
 
Peer assessment/ self assessment or whole class 
modelling from the teacher where students can 
compare the model with their own response 

Termly Review A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the extent 
to which students have remembered 
the content of a recent topic as well as 
assessing what students have retained 
away from the point of learning.  
Assessment is based upon AQA exam 
format to familiarise students with 
exam structure. Questions asked that 
combine both A01, AO2 and A03 to 
ensure all core skills are assessed. 
This will be completed on separate 
assessment sheet in exam conditions. 
Revision for these pieces of work can be 
set as homework.  

Whole class feedback – address misconceptions and 
allow for teacher led modelling incorporate into 
whole class feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 

Homework 
Review 

Quizes set via Educake as well as exam 
style questions or research on real work 
issues to develop cultural capital within 
that topic 

Whole class feedback – address misconceptions and 
allow for teacher led modelling incorporate into 
whole class feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 
Marked online – results downloaded by the teacher 
to look for gaps in knowledge or misconceptions. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Ks5 9 hours contact time per fortnight 

The subject is split between 2 members of staff. Homework’s are set by both teachers and can take different 
formats 

Principle of 
instruction 

When and how the review will happen Type of feedback 

Daily review Lesson by lesson retrieval practice 
which takes no more than 8 mins and 
provides effective retrieval, spaced and 
interleaved practice. 
 

This is often self assessed, sometimes peer - 
students receive instant feedback and marks 
awarded are clearly identifiable in students’ 
books/handouts. This encourages students to reflect 
on their own learning in order to calibrate the 
security of their learning.  
Verbal feedback where appropriate 
 

1-2 weekly 
review 

Low stakes test such as a well 
structured multiple-choice quiz, true or 
false, correct the  
mistake/misconception.  
These are used to extend students’ 
thinking. This offers the opportunity for 
teachers to set tests that address 
students’ possible misconceptions and 
offers further ways to interleave topics 
across the curriculum. 
Assesses independent reading that is 
fundamental to Ks5 study. 
 
Essay practice 
Frequent essays are set to develop 
essay writing skills as well as allowing 
students to bring together course 
content to develop synoptic 
understanding. Essay writing is the most 
challenging aspect of the course. These 
are normally planned in class, model 
essays with a similar question examined 
and then students complete for 
homework. There is an expectation 
these take 30 minutes. 
 

Students’ scores are recorded, gaps in knowledge 
highlighted and an understanding of what material 
needs to be re-taught is developed.  Students can 
also check their work against the correct answers, 
self-quizzing or testing their knowledge of a section 
of a knowledge organiser. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual feedback is given through essay feedback 
proforma. 5R target set for each essay, students 
allocated time in class to respond to this target. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Termly Review A carefully designed summative 
assessment task that judges the extent 
to which students have remembered 
the content of a recent topic as well as 
assessing what students have retained 
away from the point of learning.  
Timed essay practice using past papers 
focusing on all Learning objectives to 
carefully assess students progress. 
This will be completed on separate 
assessment sheet in exam conditions. 
Revision for these pieces of work can be 
set as homework.  

Individual feedback using exam cover sheet, 
addresses skills needed to address each type of 
question, space for self reflection and target 
setting 
Whole class feedback – address misconceptions and 
allow for teacher led modelling incorporate into 
whole class feedback a target from the 5Rs 
 

 

 


