
Rationale  

Language gives students the opportunity to access the understanding, knowledge and skills to 
promote their personal growth and effective participation in society. The study of language at 
THS enables students to build on prior learning to further develop their skills and enjoyment in 
using it effectively. Through language learning and use, students discover information, develop 
thinking, and express ideas and feelings. They learn about language, and how to use it. 

Learning about language in a range of texts, including digital texts, is important to social 
development and as part of this process students develop the competence and confidence 
needed to meet the demands of school, employment, further education and life. Knowledge and 
command of language are also essential to their contributions to political, social and cultural life 
and as thoughtful and active citizens. 

As learners, it is important that students become aware of where and how they are improving in 
their use of language and conscious of where further improvement is necessary. As a route to this 
knowledge they develop greater competence in the conventions of spelling, punctuation 
procedures, sentence structures and text organisation.  

Students are actively involved in the integrated skills of oral language, reading and writing and in 
discussing and comparing a wide variety of texts and forms of English. As study is a social activity 
as well as a personal one, students have opportunities to work collaboratively to achieve 
appropriate language goals. 

Literature opens up a world of inspiration and creativity for learners, while developing skills that 
are essential for today’s global environment: learning through stories, poems, novels and plays, 
especially texts presenting different cultural perspectives, helps students to make sense of the 
wider world. Literature also provides a window into the past, encouraging reflection and 
cultivating wisdom.  

As students’ mastery of language and literature grows, so too will the opportunities to enjoy their 
world, inspiring them to give of their best to society now, and in the future. They will fully 
appreciate their success in language and literature when pleasure and growth in it continue in 
their lives, long after completing their compulsory education. 

Ultimately, in studying English Language and English Literature, students learn to better 
understand others, and themselves.  

 

 

 


